THE RIGHTS OF THE NEGRO

Panama Canal, and personally I should be glad to do
anything in my power in getting them interested if deemed
practicable.

First: I think they can stand the climate better or as
well as any other people from the United States.

Second: I have thought that a reasonably satisfactory
number of them might be useful as common, or skilled,
laborers.

Third: That in the Health Department our well-
trained nurses and physicians might be found help-
ful.

Fourth: If the United States should assume any re-
sponsibility as to education, that many efficient colored
teachers from our industrial schools, and colleges, might
prove of great benefit. And, then, besides the presence
of these educated persons would, in my opinion, both by
character and example, aid in influencing the morality
of the darker-skinned people to be employed at the Isth-
mus. I believe that these educated colored people could
get closer to the masses than white men.
Yours truly,

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.

To President Theodore Roosevelt, Washington, D. C.

Nothing came of this suggestion except an acknowledg-
ment and an assurance that the matter would be con-
sidered. About two years ago, however, when Doctor
Washington and Surgeon-General Gorgas met on a train
the Surgeon-General said to Mr. Washington: "The
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